THE TRAGEDY OF RAMSAT MACDONALD
ment was definitely asked to get a move on, Neil MacLean,
the able and pertinacious Highlander from Glasgow, de-
nounced the delay in the Daily Herald. The storm was rising.
The Government was warned that a great protest meeting,
was being organized by the London Labour Party. Almost
alone in the Cabinet, MacPonald held out for delay, until the
clamour outside became so insistent that he was compelled to
yield. The Soviet Republic was officially recognized.
The next step was the appointment of an Ambassador,
France had sent an Ambassador immediately on recognizing
Russia. Before taking office, MacDonald had decided to send
an Ambassador. He had offered the post to Mi% (later Sir
James) O'Grady, in a letter written by his own hand. The
genial and popular leader of the Transport Workers was to go
c when we recognize the Soviet Government/ But nothing
happened. O'Grady was fobbed off" later with the Governor-
ship of Tasmania in reluctant and inadequate recompense.
This was the first of the many abject surrenders that Mac-
Donald made to the dominating interests that sought to thwart
the Labour Policy. No Ambassador was sent, nor was Russia
brought within the ambit of the Export Credits Scheme,
although MacDonald, a few mouths before had given the
pledge that * a Labour Government would take immediate
steps to begin trade in Russia by guarantees under the financial
scheme for encouraging exports.3 Strong influences were
brought to bear on the Prime Minister ; he yielded, and his
pledge was broken.
When the Labour Government recognized the Soviet
Government, arrangements were begun for calling an Anglo-
Russian Conference to consider and decide on outstanding
questions between the two countries. This conference met in
April 1924, and deliberations were carried on into August,
when final drafts of a General Treaty and a Treaty on Com-
merce and Navigation were agreed to. The Treaties were
violently attacked both in the House of Commons and in the
House of Lords. There were gross misrepresentations as to
their terms, and there was censure on the secrecy of the nego-
tiations. This was absolutely untrue. The fact is that a Press
notice was issued after every conference of the delegates. A
firil report of each session would have been published, had the
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